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GLOSSARY

Charism. A particular grace or power given freely by God to people and organizations that distinguishes them from other people and organizations. Charism is typically associated with the founder/founders of a community. 

Contemplation. The intensely focused attention of the soul toward the divine. Urban Holmes compares contemplation to the “specific desire to be with one another and the quality of silence together is indeed different from the quality of silence alone.”
 

Contemplative Life. Life ordered and adapted to facilitate contemplation and to exclude other dimensions of life that can interfere.

Council. The elected governing body of most Lutheran congregations. Councils are found in other church bodies that do not have elder boards or who are not a part of presbytery or episcopal structures.

Discernment. The art and skill of sorting through the many voices and spirits vying for a person or group’s attention to hear the voice of God. It is both awareness and intention. For some people discernment is clearly a spiritual gift, but discernment can also be developed. Some see discernment as an event, others a process, and still others a state of being. 

Elder Board. The governing board of an independent church that emphasize the literal interpretation of the provisions for Elders in Timothy and Titus. Elder boards are almost always all male.

Functional structure. An approach to life that emphasizes things that are more tangible, definable, logical, predictable, and controllable.
General Relativity. Albert Einstein’s formulation of gravity, which shows that space and time communicate the gravitational force through their curvature.” Special relativity refers to, Einstein’s laws of space and time in the absence of gravity.

Judicatory. A term used to describe the level of the administrative structure of a religious denomination between the local congregation and national headquarters. It derives from the Presbyterian form of church governance where the local, regional and national bodies are themselves respectively higher courts. Authority can vary from decisive to an informal framework for communication and support. District, presbytery, synod, and diocese are the most common terms for mid-level judicatories.

Leadership. Leadership helps define a future different from the present. It involves the formation and adaptation of processes and organizations to significantly changing circumstance. Management in contrast is focused on keeping complicated systems of people, technology, and traditions running smoothly. The more important aspects of management include planning, organizing, staffing, budgeting, and controlling. Organizations talk a great deal about leadership, when they really want managers who can offer smooth efficient operations. 

Lectio Divina. A prayerful is a conversation with God beginning that begins in the Scriptures. Four movements characterize it. Lectio, the first movement, is a quiet reading of a piece of scripture several times. The second, Meditation, is the reflection on the text, especially about how it speaks to one's own life. Oratio, the third movement, is an opening of the heart to God. It is the beginning of a conversation versus an intellectual exercise. The final movement, Contemplatio, is a deep listening to God. 
Mysticism. A form of spirituality characterized by a radical openness to God. It “…can be defined as the direct and experiential awareness of God’s presence in the depths of one’s person. This direct awareness of God is unmediated knowledge…”
 Mystical knowledge bypasses words, images, concepts, and symbols that enable people to share knowledge. 

Newtonian Physics. A term used to refer to Sir Isaac Newton’s work describing the motion of bodies based on the conception of an absolute and immutable space and time model. These laws held informed scientific thought until Einstein’s discovery of special relativity. Newtonian physics still informs much of Christian theology.

Quantum Mechanics. A theory that describes the sub-atomic world where features such as uncertainty, quantum fluctuations, and wave-particle duality persist. The term quantum fluctuation refers to the features of the universe, like position and velocity of a particle that cannot be known with precision. This uncertainty becomes greater as the distance and time scales considered become smaller.

Session. The governing body of elected elders of a Presbyterian congregation. 
Shadow Side. The part of a person’s psyche that they are unconscious of which nevertheless influence their life. It is often denied, repressed, neglected, or rejected because it does not fit a self-image. There is also a good shadow, which is waiting to be activated into conscious life.

Spirit. A universal quality of God. It includes but is more than the Holy Spirit as a person of the Trinity. It refers to a divine wholeness or unity such intimated in John 4:24, “God is spirit;” “God is light” [1John 1:5]; “God is love” [1Jn 4:8, 16]; and “God is a consuming fire” [Heb 12:29]. Spirit can be defined as the life force present in all things, the creative energy that formed the world and the power that continually brings life to it. A definition of spirit must also embrace perspectives that are not expressly Christian in origin or perspective. Ken Wilbur, in Integral Vision, states that spirit can be the sense of the ground of a person’s being, one’s ultimate concern, a sense of oneness or transcendence, or one’s deepest nature or condition.  
Spiritual Formation. The process of spiritual maturation. It differs from Christian education in that it embraces all of life and involves more than the cognitive domain. Formation usually happens in irregular and circular pattern of movement and it differs widely among people depending upon their personality, thinking style, tradition, personal history, etc. Classic spiritual disciplines are the means of promoting this formation. 

Spiritual practices/Spiritual disciplines. A rule of life or pattern of living intended to help individuals discern and live out their calling to seek to become more and more like the Christ. By themselves spiritual disciplines cannot change people, but they offer a way for them to more fully participate in the grace available for spiritual growth. 

Spirituality. A sense of unity with the divine, of wholeness, that embraces all of life. It transcends religion and opposes that which seeks to divide. Writing from a Christian perspective George Lane states, “More precisely, spirituality is humanity’s possession by God in Christ through the Holy Spirit. In a sense, there is only one Christian spirituality because there is only one Christ. However, when the means of union with God become concretized, various styles of approach to this union appear”
 The struggle to place spirituality into a Christ-centered language and practice has produced a number of schools of spirituality. Franciscan, Benedictine, Ignatian, Augustinian, Cistercian, Dominican, and Quaker are among the more prominent contemporary models. Richard Foster in Streams of Living Water looks spirituality through a different lens. He identifies six traditions within Christianity. They are the: Contemplative, Holiness, Charismatic, Social justice, Evangelical, and Incarnational. The point both authors make is that there is no single path, nor has there ever been. Spirituality is both highly individualized and common to all humanity. Like “spirit,” the term “spirituality” has many meanings that extend to the essence of life as seen and experienced through many lenses. 

String Theory. A theory of the universe that unites the quantum view of the sub-atomic world with the macro view embodied in the theories of general and special relativity. It states that fundamental ingredients of nature are tiny one-dimensional filaments called strings. Its acceptance is mixed and there are no current means of experimentally validating it. 

Temperament. The characteristic or habitual inclination of a person to choose one attitude or one function rather than another as their customary behavior. Michael and Norrisey use the term to refer to the four temperaments or personality types defined by David Kiersey, Sensing-Judging (SJ), Sensing-Perceiving (SP), Intuition-Thinking (NT), and Intuition-Feeling (NF) 
Type. A group or category of individuals who have common qualities of personality that serve to distinguish and identify them. Michael and Norrisey use the word “type” to refer to the sixteen different Jungian types that result from the matrix possible combinations of Extrovert-Introvert, Intuitive-Sensing, Thinking-Feeling, and Judging-Perceiving.

� Urban T. Holmes III, Spirituality for Ministry (The Library of Episcopalian Classics), Edited by Loren B. Mead (Harrisburg: Morehouse Publishing, 2002), 14.





� George A. Lane, Christian Spirituality: A Historical Sketch (Chicago: Loyola Press, 2004), 37.





� Ibid., viii.









249

